



	description1: Sub descended to bottom at Welker Seamount with a target depth of 1,850 meters.  Sub drifted during deployment and descent so that sub reached bottom at 1,932 meters.  The bottom in this area was relatively devoid of attached benthic fauna.  However, we did encounter a white, lacey sponge which we collected.  We began to move in a general northerly direction up slope to reach the target depth for the coral transects (1,700 meters).  The slope in this vicinity was relatively steep.  The area was littered with rocks, but they were mostly loose and very few of them appeared to be pillow basalt.  The entire area had extremely low abundance and density of benthic macrofauna, although a number of rattail fish, spider crabs, brittlestars, and a few medusa anemones were encountered.  At 1,769 meters a piece of a large white vaselike sponge was collected.  Between this area and the transect depth, several rocks were collected, although I was still not sure if they were pillow basalt.  We also netted one small colony of paramuricidae coral that had a number of brittlestars living on it.  We continued northerly until we reached approximately 1,700 meters at which time the first coral community transect was conducted.  After a short period, we conducted the second transect, during which we encountered some areas of 3-4 m relief.  Very few corals were encountered on either transect. A Niskin bottle water sample was taken at the beginning of each transect.  After the second transect, the battery power in the sub was very low, and we had to surface.  During the ascent, a zone of high bioluminescence was encountered between 400 and 300 meters.
	Objectives1: 1) Conduct 2 coral community transects of 200m length at 1,700 m depth contour; 2) Collect rocks (pillow basalt) for geological analysis; 3) Collect animal assemblages associated with deepwater corals using net and/or slurp; 4) Collect samples of corals, especially any species not yet encountered; 5) Collect large bamboo coral colony (if seen); and 6) Collect Niskin bottle water samples at beginning of each transect and at 50 m depth contours. 
	comments1: This was the first dive in the ALVIN for me and also the first experience with the Gulf of Alaska seamounts, but compared to the video I had seen of other dives during this expedition, this area had very low abundance of target organisms.  This dive was also a training dive for a new ALVIN pilot, but the training pilot (Anthony Berry) performed very well.
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	part1: G. P. Schmahl
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	Lat N: 55°  0.521 N
	Lat S: 55° 06.6848 N
	Lon W: 140° 20.936 W
	Lon E: 140° 21.1096 W
	Stop date: 08/10/2004
	Start date: 08/10/2004
	Start time: 08:00 PDT
	Stop time: 14:28 PDT
	Activity ID: 0037
	Sive Number: 4034
	max depth: 1,932 meters
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	page2comment4: Pycnogonid feeding on bamboo coral
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